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In reply to a copy of this article forwarded through the American representa-
tive to H. M. the Emperor of China, the Tsungli Yamen, which is the Imperial
Foreign Office, returned the following informal communication :

THE TSUNGLI YAMEN TO THE HON. MR. DENBY.

Informal. PekiIN, May 6th, 1896.
Your EXCELLENCY: .

We have had the honor to receive Your Excellency's note, wherein you state
that by particular request you send the Yamen a copy of the Monzs¢—an American
Magazine. Your Excellency further states that it contains an article on ‘*Chinese
Philosophy " and the author asks that it be delivered to H. M. the Emperor.

In reply we beg to state, that the article in question has been translated intc
Chinese by order of the Yamen and has been duly perused by the members thereof.

The article shows that the writer is a scholar well versed in Chinese literature,
and has brought together matters which indicate that he fully understood the sub-
ject he has treated.

The book will be placed on file in the archives of the Yamen.

COPYRIGHT BY
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1896























































































































































































CHINESE PHILOSOPHY. 61

‘The benevolent endure what other men can hardly bear;
‘The wise submit to what others never would endure.

To repress anger and restrain the passions is the square of patience ;
‘To wear the petticoat,! and be humble, is the rule of patience.

Patience is the watchword for laying the foundation of perfection ;
Patience is the watchword for forming the root of virtue.

Patience is the watchword to succeed among barbarians and savages ;
Patience is the watchword to rule the violent and obstinate.

Can one bear toil and labor, one will have a superabundance :
Can one refrain from wild excess, one will be free from violent disease.

Can one forbear tattle, one will avoid slander ;

Can one forbear strife and contention, one dissipates hatred and resentment

Can one submit to abuse and raillery, one shows his caliber ;

Can one bend to thorough study, one accumulates learning.

Once patient, all blessings come in company;
Once patient, every woe is burnt to ashes.”

The Chinese government, and with it the Chinese nation, seem
to be at present in a pitiable plight; and, indeed, their empire is
like a Colossus of brass on clay feet.

Nevertheless, there is at the foundation of the Chinese civili-
sation and of the Chinese national character a nucleus of moral
worth and intellectual capabilities which may come to the front
again. To conquer China in war may be easy enough, but to com-
pete with her children in the industrial persuits of peace may prove
impossible. The conqueror often succumbs to the less noisy but
more powerful virtues of the conquered. Thus Greece overcame
Rome and the Saxons Anglicised the Normans. When the walls
break down which separate China from the rest of the world so as
to give the Chinese a chance of learning from us all they can, it is
very doubtful what the result of a free competition.with the Chinese
will be. Their imperturbable patience, their endurance, their stead-
fast character, their pious reverence, their respect for learning,

1This phrase means ‘‘to be submissive to authority, as a wife ought to be to
her husband,” being the reverse of a well-known expression in English slang.
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should not be underrated. If these virtues are but turned in the
right direction and tempered by that breadth of mind which is in-
dispensable for progress, the Chinese will soon recover; and nothing
is more apt to produce a national rebirth than hard times, trials,
and humiliations.

China is offered in her recent misfortunes the chance of a spir-
itual rebirth. Should she avail herself of this opportunity, she
would, with her four hundred millions of inhabitants and her untold
virgin resources, at once take a prominent rank among the nations
of the earth; and her civilisation might become strong enough to
influence and modify our own. ‘
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Altar of heaven, 50.

Binary system of Leibnitz and the Kwa
in diagrams compared, 41.

Calendar (t'ung shu), the yih supposed
to be a, 45. (Cf. ‘‘t'ung shu.”)

Cantor, Prof. Moritz, 42.

Cheu Dynasty, 7, 49.

Cheu Sin, the dissolute tyrant, 8.

Cheu Tsz's philosophy, 27, 28, 29, 30;
his diagram of the great extreme, 28.

Chih, gross matter, 31.
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Shang-Ti, 52-54.
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Chu-Hi, 6; his philosophy, 30-3s5.

Confucius, 37, 56-58.

Conservative, the Chinese, on account
of their script, 1.

Corea, the flag of, 36.

Divination, 7; by stalks, 13; by the
spirit tortoise, 13-16.
Douglas, Prof, R. K., 36, 56.

Elements, the five, 20, 21, 22; appear
in Cheu Tsz's diagram, 28.

Extreme, Kwa, evolution from great,
26 ; the great, 35.

Filial piety, 36, 37.
Filials, twenty-four, 38.
Fuh-Hi, 4, 26.

Goethe, on rest, 27.
Great plan (Hung-fan), 16, 21, 22, 24.

Harlez, Ch. de, 44.

Hexagrams, arranged in square and cir-
cle, 10; according to Wen-Wang, 11;
significance of, 12.

Hiao, filial piety, 36.

Ho, Map of, 3, 5, 17; original table re-
produced, 19; dragon-horse carrying
the, 2o.

Hung-Sew-Tseuen, the originator of the
Tai-Ping rebellion, 55.

Ideal, of royal perfection, according to
the great plan, 23 ; of Chinese moral-
ity, submission to traditions, 2.

K'i, vitality and primary substance,
30-33.

Kih, the extreme, 31; t'ai kih (the great
extreme), 24-26, 29, 34, 41, 5I.

Kwa, 4, 6; evolution from great ex-
treme, 26, 39—42.

Lacouperie, A. Terrien de, 43.
Lao-Tze, 56-57.

Legge, Prof. James, 26, 42, 46, 54.
Leibnitz, 39-42.

Li, the immaterial principle, 30-34.

Map of Ho, 3, 5, 17; original table re-
produced, 19; dragon-horse carrying
the, 2o.

McClatchie, Canon, 43.

Meadows, Thomas Taylor, on the Tai-
Ping Revolution, 55-56.
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Milfoil, 13. Tao, Lao-Tze's, 34; the, 56-57.
Moral worth of the Chinese, 61. Teh, 57.
Morrison, Dr., on the beauty of Chinese | Tortoise, 13, 15 ; illustration of, 20.
script, 2. T‘ung shu (general treatise) Cheu-tsz's
book, 29-30; the yih as a t‘ung shu,
Nirvéna, 27. 45. (Cf. '“Calendar.”)
Trigrams, tables of Fuh-Hi and Wen-
Patience, a Chinese ode on, 60. Wang, 9.
Philastre, P. L. F., 43. Tseu-Yen, on the five elements, 21.
Regis, P., the Jesuit, 42. Ultimate ground of existence (T'ai Kih,
Reverence of the Chinese for the great great extreme), 24, 25, 26, 28, 29.
sages, 59.
Riedel, Dr. Heinrich, 44-47. Wen-Wang, 7.
Riickert, 35. Williams, 39.
‘Writing of the river Loh, 3, 17; original
Shan kwei, the spirit-tortoise, 13, 15; table reproduced, 19.
illustration, 20.
Shang-Ti, the Lord on High, 8, 49-55; | Yang and Yin, 3; on Cheu-Tsz's dia-
Christian missionaries on, 52-54. gram, 28, 36.
Shi, milfoil, 13. Yih, 6, 39, 42, 43, 44.
Shi tsao, divining stalks, 13. Yih-King, 7, 17. '
Shu-King, quotation from, 50. Yii, 4-5.
Siang, the four, 3—4.
Symbol, of the source of existence, dia- | Zero, 27
gram, 34 ; of the T'ai Kih, 51.
Sz'-Ma-Ts'ien, 57-58. Zottoli, P. Angelo, 43.

Since the first publication of this article, which appeared in Zke Monist, Vol.
VL., No. 2, in January 1896, the author has in many instances adopted other tran-
scriptions of Chinese words which remain unaltered in this new edition. For the
assistance of the uninitiated reader we mention especially that the words here
spelled Ckex (viz., the dynasty and Cheu Tsze), &' (vitality or breath of life), A7
(the extreme, or ultimate ground of existence), and Sze-Ma- 7s'ien have been tran-
scribed Cko, Ck'Z, Cki, and Sze-Ma-Ch'zen in the author's forthcoming translation
of Lao-Tze's 7ao-7eh-King. Further, the author would now prefer the spelling
Cho-1ze to Cheu-Tsze. The words Fuh-Hi and Yih are transcribed by Samuel
Wells Williams #%-/ and /, by Sir Thomas Wade #%-/ and Y7.
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